ViJcrama entertained by personifications of eight Magic Powers 181
before it. So lie remained by night in the temple there, and beheld all the homage and
the dancing performed by the divine women. And as they were going away in the
morning they said to him: " Do you come too." So the king went with them to the
edge of the lake, and they jumpt and disappeared in the middle of the lake. The king
also jumpt after them, and fell in. Then he saw before him a great city; and those
divine women met him, and said to the king: " 0 hero, we are rejoist that you have
come. Take this our kingdom, and enjoy marvelous delights." The king then said:
" I have a kingdom already, and by your grace there is nothing else that I need. But
tell me this; who are you, and what is this place ? " Thus askt they said: " We are
the eight Great Magic Powers, and this is our city of amusement in the lower world.
We are gratified by the sight of you; take these eight jewels of great power." So he
took them, and taking leave of the women set out on his return. On the way a beggar
askt the king for alms, saying: " 0 king, I am a pauper from birth, and having been
fiercely reviled by my wife in a quarrel, I reflected:
2.	Since such as I are not (created) for religion, because we are not devoted to it,
nor for wealth [worldly advantage] either; since love is given to those who have
wealth, just on account thereof, and since no one can ever obtain salvation [for
the four objects of human desire, compare p. 253, lines 7 ff.]; then who, pray, are
we, and for what purpose are we produced ?   I know the reason!   To give a
meaning to the words of those who say * Tho living — dead 3 I
Thus distrest I have left my home and am wandering. Now I have seen today for the
first time your -form, which reveals the possession of the eight Great Magic Powers.
So now I shall surely receive an inconceivable profit." Hearing this the Mng reflected:
" Ah, because of poverty a man is scorned even by his wife.
3.	* Why, fair one, do you not act fairly ?' ' Why do you not yourself ?'  * Shame
on you, you have a shrewish tongue/  e Who is more irritable and given to harsh
scolding than you ?' * 0 vile woman, you are quarreling at every step!' f You're
the son of a vile wretch!'—What happiness can there be for a married couple
who are ever afflicted with the torment of such fierce quarreling ?
What a difference there is in men's actions (and their fortunes as a result thereof) !
4.	Some men nourish a thousand, some nourish (only) their own bellies, and some
give nourishment not even to themselves done; so good and evil deeds have
their complete fruition."
Thereupon the king's heart was moved with great compassion, and he gave him the
eight jewels. In the words of the verse:
5.	Who is so generous as Vikrama in this world ? For he gave to a man annoyed
by misfortune the eight wish-granting jewels, which were given him by the eight
Magic Powers in their gracious pleasure.
Therefore, 0 king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this
throne,
Here ends the twenty-first story in the Thirty-two Tales qf the Throne

